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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  District of Columbia Zoning Commission 

 

FROM: Stephen J. Mordfin, Project Manager 

Jennifer Steingasser, Deputy Director, Development Review and Historic Preservation 

 

DATE: March 19, 2019 

 

SUBJECT: Supplemental Hearing Report for Zoning Commission Case No. 02-38J, Second-Stage 

Planned Unit Development and Related Map Amendment from C-3-B to C-3-C (ZR58)  

at 1000 4th Street, S.W. /Square 542, Lot 822 

 

At the public hearing for this application, held on January 31, 2019, the Commission asked OP to 

request comments from the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Education (DME) concerning the relocation 

and expansion of the AppleTree Learning Center from Thomas Jefferson Middle School to the ground 

floor of the proposed building that is the subject of this application.  As a part of the expansion 

AppleTree would be able to increase its number of classrooms from five to six, and increase its 

enrollment by 22, to 132. 

The Amidon-Bowen Public Elementary School PTA expressed concern that an expanded AppleTree 

Early Learning Public Charter School would draw students away from the school, adversely affecting 

how many staff and other resources are allocated to the school, which is based on enrollment. In 

response the Commission requested OP contact DME for comments on the proposed expansion of 

AppleTree.  OP requested comments, but none were received.  However, since the public hearing the 

Amidon-Bowen PTA  filed a letter in support of the application (Exhibit 50), noting agreement with 

terms outlined in a revised list of proffers and conditions (Exhibit 48). 

In addition to requesting comments from DME, OP also requested comments from agencies that had not 

responded the first time.  Those comments were received by OP after the hearing, and are listed below. 

Department of Energy and Environment (DOEE) (Attachment Nos. 1 and 2), in emails to OP dated 

February 27, 2019, stated that it “continues to be supportive of the proposed designs while reserving any 

technical comments for formal review as part of the permitting process”, but strongly encourages the 

applicant to: 

1. Pursue formal certification under LEED rather than simply providing a LEED checklist, and 

2. Include 3,000 square feet of rooftop solar and design the roof space so as to allow the 

maximum solar generation both now and to facilitate any potential expansion.           
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DC Public Library (DCPL) (Attachment No. 3), in an email to OP dated March 7, 2019, updated its 

comments, concluding  that “the project would not produce an undue burden on the library’s 

operations”, and made the following requests: 

1. The applicant assists with way-finding for the Southwest Library, through signage or 

additional means, during and after construction; and 

2. DDOT and OP review the projects’ transportation/traffic and public space plans with 

consideration of their impact on the access to, and use of, the Southwest Library.”     

DC Fire and Emergency Medical Services (DCFEMS) (Attachment No. 4), in a letter to the 

applicant’s consultant dated February 1, 2019, stated that it “has no objection to this development 

moving forward”. 

All comments received were forwarded to the applicant, who informed OP that they will implement the 

comments made by DCPL and DCFEMS, and continue to work with DOEE.   

 

 
JLS/sjm 
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Attachment No. 1 
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Attachment No. 2 
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Attachment No. 3 
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Attachment No. 4  



















































